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Pastordos Pondering

Call ed By Name

Bel oved People of God,

Wh a t S

h a
I nterim

I | oWehadalils yWweadmweeset ved most often since | off
Pastor of Faith Lutheran.

The shortmasswpeonpelffastadd OByufter mer congr FBaston C
Br ugoefP Bof or sChtohretr.s c @lalsetdo rooeRo fiffugsstt9bf . t here i s a fo
the officiatkitainzded igsdfibfctadked ve.d,Dr . OBrru cen d. oRdtem. c al
MRevWhelni n troubl e mfRewiefd maialt Ih esaansdh qproti nt ed t one.

The second& aeeagtda rsy,ou knowdling | mamdi®dl esaryni ng mor e nal
am thankful for all the name tags!

To be called by name is To be siahdleedddbgygumnaaedi salt we d
pur polshee.nk of preschool and el eiieantlawlye!t ha | gareeantwhor s

choosing whom to sel ectChiol ddroe m nismnwsetri mac tqiuveesltyi oknnow t
bwmwamwe are valued as peopl e.

The Good News i s, G oTdh & nPoswes| nyiosfir ldwacded r eesqr e éa n d

knownVYme. know when | sit down and when | rvyee; sgawuc
out my path and my |ying down and are acquainted wit
O Lord, you know it completely.

(Psal m4339: 1

God knows you, your thoughts and desires and needs e
sense, God knows your name. And God values you etern
t hat God has sought®& alf o wewe ieachmotoff ars. hGmanki nd i n gel
mar vel odsh &whyl,. whenever Jesus calls someone in the B
sudoedjnust cal l foll ower s; he c¢ dlaltsh aiPrecilewri,d vAanldsr ew, t ha |
And there will be tiomes namens K Godowamiaey®e tdemeani he
rock®?” I ook forward to sharing whevetrogyvaehboyt the be
At its core, the desire to be called by nama mMmastto

are and whoAss avecammunA aiytuhwéd earmae TGruUur dis. Owrr name.t ity
people is toGWowshnhAr@&o@fhf eTh &to pies whHdoawe i ar ®UANS pur p«
we reflect on the nature of our names, r e mg mbiemn otuhrat
|l i ves, the most Ganpas t@inten st éiBeedsogrewh.i ch i s

Bel oved ook forward to | earning morfeaiatalinesf fasr wleo we.r s

|l €hr& silame,
Pastor Bruce



Business Call Process Update

Transition Team report

We welcome our Interim Pastor Bruce Roth! Faith is still in Phase 2 of the Call Process, in which we evaluate the
congregation’s sustainability and vitality, and examine our mission, vision, and values.

Congregational Vitality Assessment

In March, ninety-six members completed a survey to determine the vitality of the congregation. This is a high
percentage of participation! Our congregation scored in the “moderate vitality” range for all the categories except
Worship, where we scored “high vitality.” See the next page for a summary of the results. This information helps
the ELCA and NEO Synod in determining a match for our new pastor.

Story of Us Historical Review

Sixty members of the congregation met in April in the Fellowship Hall to participate in completing a giant timeline of
the history of Faith. You can see it hanging on the bulletin board across from the Fellowship Hall! The colorful post
it notes marked events in our past, up until today. They include celebrations, major events, challenges, stressors,
and losses. Reviewing our past helps us plan for the future.

The Transition Team next meets with Pastor Nathan Krause, of the Northeast Ohio Synod, to examine Faith’'s
mission, vision, and values:

Faith's Motto: Worship God. Grow in faith. Offer hope.
Mission: To go to all people and make them disciples of Jesus Christ. (Matthew 28:19)

Vision: To share the good news of Jesus with everyone; to transform followers into
disciples with a faith that works in real life; to joyfully go and share his love in the world.

Values:

1. To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do.

2. To enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ.

3. To nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship and spiritual growth.

4. To help every Christian discover their spiritual gifts for ministry.

5. To assist in the care of a hurting world.

Your Transition Team: Joe Antal, Loralee Daily, Dineen Dowling, Melissa Johnson, Dana Singer, Fedearia
Sweval (council liaison), Mark Watkins, and Marilyn Wilson.

ELCA Process to Call a New Pastor.
Phase One: Saying Farewell COMPLETED

?” Phase Two: Congregational Health & Identity CURRENT
Phase Three: Entering the Call Process

Phase Four: Primary Candidate



Business Call Process Update

Transition Team report

Faith Lutheran Church

Structure&MlissionAlignmentSummary

What We Learned
Faith Lutheran has a strong foundation with clear mission, structure, and leadership
opportunities. At the same time, not all parts of the system are equally active.

The Big Insight
We do not need to change our structure—we need to better align and activate the
structure we already have.

Where We Are Strong

e Deep relationships and strong sense of community
e Active outreach and service to the community

e Stable and meaningful worship life

Where We Need to Grow

e Faith formation and discipleship beyond Sunday
* Broader and sustainable leadership development
e Clear pathways for connection and involvement
« Using our mission consistently in decisions

What This Means for the Interim
Focus on strengthening what already exists by aligning ministry with mission, inviting
wider participation, clarifying engagement pathways, and deepening spiritual growth.

What This Means for Calling a New Pastor
The next pastor is called to partner with the congregation, strengthen formation, and align
ministries—not to fix everything alone.

A Question for All of Us
If we could not expect our next pastor to fix anything, what faithful work would we still be
called to do right now?



Key Dates

Northeastern Ohio Synod Assem

The Northeastern Ohi o Syrmrad ads s edminley 5wialnlda tSeatt hue
John S. Knight J@exmtesre iPm i Akr @amalr e itmh éNowadtriumg me
Faith Lutheran ChurchniwbRaanidrl Breatad d RmidhInghe ai
Assembly Pl ease remember this annual gathering

2026 High School Graduates

Ng O0R.6m.Hiwdhr SScihp,ol FeGirtalduat es  wi |
gift from the Prayer Shawl Team.
nks for:
andrine aAnmtdemdiomg Kent State Univer s
son Solabeareghdi ng Bowling Green State
Nat han Wamadsnding Kent State Univer

A NI GHT TO REMEMBER!

The MGREASIE
June 17
Port house The

Your FFF (Faith, Family, Fell owship) Team i s sponsor
" GREASIEh'e evening starts off Madlketat @ a \er:lelidoonpl.snwed i i
perfor mahrecec.ospl dyriGnh®3 L5 tickets are availabl e. [
Kauf ma#715%53688) with yout thetk wrl tabb. a night to rem
exciting event, get your reservation in right away!!
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Outreach

I NTERFAI TH JUSTI CE ALLI ANCE

As f ealpl adw the theme of the Interfaith Justice Alliance ser
Akron, a small group has beeéemsmaetaictg othas dentde rsmirnved csecl uthiad
ative has been led by John Singer, who has spearheaded a small committee exploring various approaches to address the

probl em. Participants include Dineen Dowling, Dana Singer,
speakers at session three of the series). One area of inte
ence featuring good nutrition. The committee is aspiring t
Principal at Helen Arnold School and which was also descri

AKRON AREA I NTERFAITH COUNCI L (AAI C)
Thanks to Marilyn Wi lson, the RIC Team and the other volun

& awat drors tFatiitdhbn was received from AAI C and is
k in the Canton ar€anptdd85F9p8bwa&k.raised for t
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rs
A message from the new president of The Akron Area Interfa
Greetings to all at AAI C,

[on Senior Pastor J. Howard Streeter |11, LPC, PhD, Senior [
bled and delighted to receive the new assignment through t

I nterfaith Counci l

I ook forward to establishing strong, enduring relatki-onsh
ron area and working hand in hand for the welfare of EVERY
citizens, fighting for social justice, freedom of religion
ized of our city.

[in i nterested in investing in, and supporting, one another
beings instead of societal |l abels. We can do this through
of respect, understanding, and cooperation to our younger
us so far apart from one another in this small "Wonderful
astronomer Carl Sagan caPtdled Blowe n®loliHfemedgh il ceh, iiss ofllautnegd ou't
expanse of space.

Rev. J. Howard Streeter |11, PhD.

COMMUNI TY GARDEN

Our garden coordinators extended an invitation to St. Hil a

Our seasonal work has already begun as these busy gardener
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RECONCI LLI ATI ON I N CHRI ST (RI C)

The RIC Team has begun planning for nadt isoinmill arr i edvee nvto nwihl Iv
al so exploring the possibility for a special presentation
We are nearing compl etLe citmplee rdetr thdteisiKm pigpf Mal& al | has devel
This will enabl e simultaneous transcription to text of ser
ed during the past several eeks for our 9 a.m. service ar
mal service. With this |nnovat|on people with heari A@-i mpe
droid or i OS) Foll ow these steps to download the app::
1.Download thkbtape: heuvueltgkhifos/ ¥&KM&@8Beason this downl o
your phAme StorebaotdusedBc hdiobwenshgadnitthis app is fre
use
2. Open the app, and type in your email address.
3. You wi | be asked if you wansayoYeseate a Lecture S
4. Next, pieas cthherlgiamk zoaEn tdeasiitbhyG@ameh f or or gani zat.i
boxPress the return/ ermst ere ykbd®yaeds i t diu rL ugd thdfrrresonm QG hhuer clhi s t
t he c¢hYoruc hwi Il get a message sayinBrgesrObrganizati on
5. Lastly prdecsgi n hteo bdurtotw nielvli cget a message that a ne\
with your enrPaiels sadokr ess.
You will now see the list of prior Faith transcribed e
Af ter full i mpl ementation and during services, opefetdcts
the event, you will now see the service being transcribed
uesv.oi ces fr om adpla srbipcrraonpyh ehhadnsdmi ¢ t hat wi | | be used for th
mi c, wil/| be transcribed to your phone.

MI TZVAH DAYSI AKIRFOWN OF CARI NG I N THE AKRON

List of projects for this year:

Saturday June 6, Projects

9 aliim2p. mAkr€mnt on FoloSldratnikng, boxing and | abeling of food
distributed to those Non QOpeeend tiodeaaosihioycsdneanimddvVypulpu nt eer s nee
30

9 aiBp. mBarberton NeighboAsviodt Reibtolmncritical home repairs
ered security light installation, public space i mprovement
work clotthesd shos®. Bring suh&carcenqgvedrat ,Volau mt geras .neede
1: 368: P0Q miBrookdalieAcBtaitvhi ti es i nclude socializing with resic
ball oon twisting a-topFgaami o yc oFrWobeerantd t/g essrisB gheeded:

17 3p. Br own Bag BilPeascski ngusnch bags, deliver, and pass them o
(behind the Haven of ResBrjaowrmOpBa g nklles Pirroges dwei Iplr apyreavi de a
those at the Haven of Rest. BleriengaboNesy dtlopleaBlapt $PdtecaGheu a ©
note, we wil/| not serve, we will onl yadridy dfrdilenBlalgyng empt
esVolunteers needed: 15

10 ai2p. ommunity Cl osieAtSI@r @ at ibawn | di ng out an unused space
munity closet as needs grows. This will include organszi nc¢
and patients to easily sift thr &daghl ySd&imelemethgyeys .| i Madliwnrgt ane
ed1

: o


https://urlgeni.us/VKY788

Outreach

51 7p. ®ookout at SaTkelwpodnggpeople staying at the Safe Lan
evening cookout and company to kick off theitrresismmaarnd. cOonmaée
with them over fob&8 &ndvegmrr dVaglammeRseretrisc inppaerdtesd:arBe wel c ome
and/ or an outside game or activity to share at the cookout

9illa. ri rst iSegramesf orm OuricNeewnpHorme Garden B&dd NoMWuilhs Mianana |
| aborative effort to transform 40,000 square feet of histoc
hud a place where people of all ages and backgrounds can c
and conrEdagtsitohdrfiees are | ocated here providing volunteer
Hi Family Friendly 15 and ulpf. pvoos suinktleee,r sp Inecaesdee dbir i8nng wheel b
els, rakebiphedge etc. Rain or shine. Water and snack will

10 ai.2p.. mr.ar neerMar ketAPrtetpe bi gge
preparing for theirfrmpadhad ngedsoqgm
These supplies help ensure smoo
upvol unt eer s6 needed:

t cul &umalrketi naol Neirvéa Hal
bynsmpradyety vests, fixing
h& oMa nFlkadnti 6 ys FofiSemdd yHAP I F

S
S

10 ai.nmo.okorest Hill fl owetrPlbant rfelvower d zand osnhrubs at the r
wel come to the historic Akron neighborhood of Forest Hill.
talize this bed. Volunteers wil/l compl ete the project witht
rain but not Bamielry Rirdi2annmdlryp. Vol unteers needed: 6

8: 30 ian.onokhar mony HKMarsmony House i s an emergency supportive
ages248 The program is designed to empower youth as they n
ness tsafsfeilcfi ency. This year we will be involv@d vwintgh | @cha
tions. We wil/l clean garden beds, pl ainkhr isrhg uwaesr lka ngll svrmead | a iy
screfFanmi |y FriendRgi A5omav@8hiupeeers .needed 10

8: 30 ia3.:n%0 Mlome | mprovements FadaPaThoseglndBekdng, flooring
jects for veterans, cancer patients and seniPami lay Frdilba n gl
and up 25. Bring hat, sunscreen and safety glasses. Vol ur

12 3p. mMlope and Heal i ng BaaSthted rHed pWkmemp t he Hope and Healin
C

Center beauti ful and inviting! We wil/ be cleaning and or
clothmaemi.ly friendly, parents must sign for minors. Volunte
11 ai.2p.. ®pring Clean up and Planting i ni a svto | Auknrtoene r8&s Muid dl
existing planters, courtyard garden and clean up around tF
will travel to Middlebury Plaza and clear out existing pl e
vide gloves and wheelFamatyelFsi eodVylbllBh&kemsw emeeded 10.
Sunday June 7, Projects

10. Mlp. Cookies for t hieHedopmmuankiete ydough and bake a variety ¢
House families atFamel YemYokeunldli gehenNeeded: 20

171 3p. mDresses foiBChnygdyenr sewing machi ned abpdi ssceom anlg G howrl
make pretty sundresses for young girls in need around the
provided. Al l evel s 108 aemnxd ealideenrc.e \aorleu mteeecedresd .needed: 20

9i1lla. @r ace House Out ddlet pCweam PYpwer washing pavement, sp
weeding the KBamidleynw bBridendly 15 and #¥8p. Volunteers needed:

31i4: PQ RraneThe | mmigration ProcesBhi Lrpanel, Wiolnlceacmnrssi st of
Judge, a former Border Control Agent, and the chair of the
the I mmigratwbat Precewas and what it is now. they will alsc
dealing with the crisis and securingFaeaf by mBirAlblo dAegyeast. e dO pbey
Al



Outreach

12 2p. m. Projigbe Prousect Linus Blanket project makes knot:
Chil@&@reBaspital. EcwmplaengrboessfringPkeasepbecbegmbdtiysdfieeshd
all ages Volunteers needed: 20.

3:36: P00 m. After DiAhter Poojedays of service, an infor mal
i the Temple | srael Soci al Hal ilco@RIi ¢ s do b aFpawu nl sys aficreeil eépnt del dy
a

n
ges

To s-ugnfor a prhdjtect: /dovwtiwa mi t zvahdayakron. com

F-R-O-M -HTE  -O@-M-U-N-I-T-Y

Clevel and Pride Festival

Pride i rE t20€ 6GCL B r g anGBzTe dCobnymutnhiet y Cent er, off alGe £ Smleauc @ h@ry e |
June 6, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Malls B & C (800e8dl yClk:
features a march starting at 10 a. m. in Public Square, fol
trucdfbhse. festival will feature | ocal and national perfor mer:
ed f d&miilemwdly area. Throughout June 2026, various smaller

mar ches

The North Hill 5K

The North Hill 5K race is back again this year with a sl icg
call edAnheab Joe Lutz North Hill 5Katantdhe tNarst hs eHi Iflo rC oSnamuw
Corp Race starts at 8 a. m.. Registration is $35 for adul
ter@d.hbotps://runsignup.com/ RaPebRegdstberhefateNdrLO87868hN
Commi ssion on Aging |l ooking for new Members

The City of Akron Commission on Aging is made up of ol der
tions serving older adults. The Commi ssion serves as an ac
sol ving, coordination and services. The €cCOanmti srsi Amead SA@eIPE
Aging, City of Akron Mayor and City Council, and The Uni ve
and separately Summit County, |l ed to for mal recognltion by
the city and county. A key purpose is to set prlorlties ar
ty.f you're interested in joi nriwagr,depllle@asker ccnoonhtiacc.tgoRvi chel | e

First Serve is excited to announce the opening of The Bi ke
ner shi$ouih hStreet Ministries, Th-bysBidke w3 hdp kv adlsu natnede rasd uw a
teaching them how to refurbish used bicycles that they car
tion To volunteer or donate used-2lbi6kO88Bs7/,. pl ease contact Br
UPCOMI NG EVENTS

DLM SCHEDULE FOR 2025

LOADS OF FAITH DATES FOR 209gted on the Outreach bulletin

OUTREACH ADVI SORY TEAM MEETI NGS FOR

May 27

June 24 June 23, July 8, October 7
July 29

August 26 MITZJVuAnHe D6AYaSnd ,

September 30

October 2

ELCA Day of'G8drsgiwWerk. "Our Hands.
Saturday, September 12T, enRiastei vAeg
Sunday, September 13

8
November 18
December 30


https://www.mitzvahdayakron.com
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Pride+in+the+CLE&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfB0RX2EdadfNUlzpVqquE5fz4wBJoWawZC573HhC0pKxcvzr6KZ2HM10cxxavKlcmkUR0-WdiFPAxoG0pdIKf5wH7_Nhk1GnnB95psAauexmaWTyj4Hu1WGb2Qe6EXssSKlUBP_IEh3FAhi_WqjNCcWEYljaEEO9b
https://lgbtcleveland.org/pride/
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/?raceId=197961
mailto:rwardell@akronohio.gov

Team Leaders & Coordinators

TEAM LEADERS & COORDI NATORS

Care and Nurture
Bereavement a-tPhaenrnlyngThToaTEpnsoPIeratIonS
Faith Family F-&Slalr@aws Kiap f e Property
Kinship Cafl® TMaankal | € morial Co u+Mayratrhda TKeeaent e r
VisitatiDar Temen Weaver Data Manademengt Tobar
Wedding Coo€CaihatRirsger, Ldrradeer byMiTkeeandHer chenroeder
Safety & Se-cddwrdiyt WeT enaom
Communicati on Finances
Bulletins/ WelBadahgyyBEaban Faith Endowmenli rChanmive it gand
I nt erhaentcy Tobar Finance Colnonhint tReey es
News| eNareay Tobar Financi al -K3ent rkeetnanreyd y
Digital Mi -rAingltr reyw T®amt ney StewardshiAmdFeamFI| i gor
Of fering CoKnmeKeTeanoy
OQutreach .
Busy FiDgkrGottas Wor ship
Communi ty Ga+fNdecrolTeeavm ncent Tr adition [ Commu n-iJaeryAsHsairsrtiz
Soup MinisNarnycyehambar Tradi Al OemhKi t Scheet z
Loads of F®&ankh Beamer, DavilTd alJoihthso aleebatd ohn Knops
SJ/ SP Endowm&emnhdyodred by Traditional +Reuaddye rHsarTre asno n
OASI-6arol Whidden . Organi st/ Ch8ob Mot éartdr
Outreach AdvDavwrg Semmson | nfor mal AMelairssTealohnson
;;ggﬁ{‘m_?Dregq\émyfnThg\mngr)lsls(l)tr;/n(R\Nld)so'lfOrmal Worshi-péBosad lehdsy
18 1% ma UstherRBR|l dasaannt
Growt h/ Learning Wor ship Pl anMeilnigs sTae alJmnohnson
Book <Maurbi |l yn Wil sson
Confirmati-&mi Mi Riegzterwys K i
Sunday SRé&sotodr Sarah Courtney
Prescibdimleen Dowling
Adult Discipleship
Yout h MEmi<ctdezewski
VBSPastor Sarah Courtney
Third Thur s& aBi BNoaBeSri nuidey Janel | e
Me& Bible StudyGe&o Dfi sWhiisdd em, Kar | Demut h
Mi ni stry Devel opment
Staff SuppMartk TWaatnk i ns
Nominating -Commil eee®aily
Transiti-ODhn€eambDowl i ng, Mel i ssa Johnson



Growth & Learning

FAITHKIDS AND JR YOUTH GROUP

Dear Faith Lutheran Church Family,

It is with both gratitude and bittersweet emotions that I share I am YE
stepping down as Coordinator of Children’s Ministries here at Faith GOODB

Lutheran Church.

&
This summer, our family will be relocating temporarily to Florida as my FAREWELL
husband, Andrew, attends an Air Force school at Hurlburt Field Air
Force Base for six months beginning in July. Because of this transition, I will
be stepping away from my staff role after completing Vacation Bible School, with my final Sunday
on June 21, 2026.

Serving the children and families of Faith has been one of the greatest joys of my ministry and
life. From Sunday morning children’s messages and celebrations of holy days and special events,
to laughter-filled games, meaningful conversations, and sacred moments of faith shared together,
I have been deeply blessed by this congregation. Watching children grow in faith, curiosity,
kindness, and confidence has been a gift I will always treasure.

I am especially grateful for the support, encouragement, and partnership so many of you have
shown me and my family. You have given me the freedom and encouragement to bring some of
my sometimes wild ideas to life, and that has been such a gift. I have loved finding creative ways
to weave faith into everyday life in joyful, meaningful, and fun ways for our children and families.
Faith Lutheran has never simply been a workplace to me. It has been our family’s church home.

While this chapter is coming to an end, I am thankful that it is not goodbye. I look forward to
continuing to worship alongside you as a fellow parishioner and remaining part of this wonderful
church family.

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving in this role and trusting me to care for and
nurture your child’s spiritual growth. I carry deep love and gratitude for this congregation and for
each of you.

With heartfelt thanks,

Rev. Sarah Courtney
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48 L.L.Bean Duffel Bags Donated
to Children in the
Summit Foster Care System

Last month, I was finally able todeliver all 48 duffel
bags that our 2025 Vacation Bible School and
congregation raised funds to support. These bags were
_ donated to Caring for Kids, a non-profit adoption and
foster care agency in Cuyahoga Falls.

The bags will be given to children entering the foster care system or those already in care as they
move from one home to another. Too often, children are forced to carry their belongings in trash
bags when they have no luggage of their own. This is something we, as a church, wanted to help
change.

These duffel bags will be given to each child to bring dignity, to offer a sense of care, and to
remind them that they are seen and valued. Our hope is that they feel loved and supported as our
community seeks to provide safety, stability, and compassion—whether in a familiar home or a
new one.

Thank you to everyone who donated and supported this effort. Through your generosity, we are
helping children know that they do not step into uncertain futures alone, but are carried forward

with the love, prayers, and presence of this congregation—and with their true companion, Jesus
Christ.
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