Faith Book Club Nominee Titles
For 2026-2027

When we meet on May 19, 2026 at FLC at 2:00pm, please be ready to vote to select seven of the
following titles for our 2026-27 year. Remember, it’s also Dessert and Decisions. If there is
anyone with the burning desire to bring a special treat, please do so.

If you can’t make the meeting, please submit your seven selections by number to Marilyn
Wilson.

The price listed is for a single copy—most usually paperback. The price listed is a rough
estimate, based on current prices found in our online book outlets.

For questions ahead of our May 19" get-together, speak to Marilyn.

1. My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult Thrift Book $5

Jodi Picoult is widely acclaimed for her keen insights into the hearts and minds of real people.
Now she tells the emotionally powerful story of a family torn apart by conflicting needs and a
passionate love that triumphs over human weakness.

Anna is not sick, but she might as well be. By age thirteen, she has undergone countless
surgeries, transfusions, and shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow fight the leukemia
that has plagued her since childhood. The product of preimplantation genetic diagnosis, Anna
was conceived as a bone marrow match for Kate--a life and a role that she has never
challenged...until now. Like most teenagers, Anna is beginning to question who she truly is. But
unlike most teenagers, she has always been defined in terms of her sister--and so Anna makes a
decision that for most would be unthinkable, a decision that will tear her family apart and have
perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she loves. My Sister's Keeper examines what it means to
be a good parent, a good sister, a good person. Is it morally correct to do whatever it takes to
save a child's life, even if that means infringing upon the rights of another? Is it worth trying to
discover who you really are, if that quest makes you like yourself less? Should you follow your
own heart, or let others lead you? Once again, in My Sister's Keeper, Jodi Picoult tackles a
controversial real-life subject with grace, wisdom, and sensitivity.

2. The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead (National Book Award Winner)
Thrift book $5.25

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. An outcast even among her fellow Africans, she
is on the cusp of womanhood--where greater pain awaits. And so when Caesar, a slave who has
recently arrived from Virginia, urges her to join him on the Underground Railroad, she seizes the
opportunity and escapes with him. In Colson Whitehead's ingenious conception, the
Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor: engineers and conductors operate a secret network
of actual tracks and tunnels beneath the Southern soil. Cora embarks on a harrowing flight from
one state to the next, encountering, like Gulliver, strange yet familiar iterations of her own world
at each stop. As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the terrors of the antebellum era, he weaves in
the saga of our nation, from the brutal abduction of Africans to the unfulfilled promises of the



present day. The Underground Railroad is both the gripping tale of one woman's will to escape
the horrors of bondage--and a powerful meditation on the history we all share. This description
may be from another edition of this product.

3. Judgment Prey by John Sanford Thrift Books $6.19

Lucas Davenport and Virgil Flowers team up to crack an unsolvable case in this thrilling new
novel by #1 New York Times bestselling author John Sandford. Alex Sand was spending the
evening at home playing basketball with his two young sons when all three were shot in cold
blood. A wealthy federal judge, there's no short list of people who could have a vendetta against
Sands, but the gruesome murders, especially that of his children, turn their St. Paul community
on its head. Sand was on the verge of a major donation to a local housing charity, Heart/Twin
Cities, and with the money in limbo, eyes suddenly turn to his grieving widow, Margaret Cooper,
to see what she might do with the money. Margaret, distraught over the death of her family,
struggles to move forward, and can't imagine how or why anyone would target her husband.
With public pressure mounting and both the local police force and FBI hitting dead end after
dead end, Lucas Davenport and Virgil Flowers are called in to do what others could not: find
answers. With each potential lead flawed, Davenport and Flowers are determined to chase
every theory until they figure out who killed the Sands. But when they find themselves being
stonewalled by the most unlikely of forces, the two wonder if perhaps each misdirection could
lead them closer to the truth.

4. The Sweetness of Water (Oprah's Book Club): A Novel By Nathan Harris $5.79

In the waning days of the Civil War, brothers Prentiss and Landry--freed by the Emancipation
Proclamation--seek refuge on the homestead of George Walker and his wife, Isabelle. The
Walkers, wracked by the loss of their only son to the war, hire the brothers to work their farm,
hoping through an unexpected friendship to stanch their grief. Prentiss and Landry, meanwhile,
plan to save money for the journey north and a chance to reunite with their mother, who was
sold away when they were boys.

Parallel to their story runs a forbidden romance between two Confederate soldiers. The young
men, recently returned from the war to the town of Old Ox, hold their trysts in the woods. But
when their secret is discovered, the resulting chaos, including a murder, unleashes convulisive
repercussions on the entire community. In the aftermath of so much turmoil, it is Isabelle who
emerges as an unlikely leader, proffering a healing vision for the land and for the newly free
citizens of Old Ox.

With candor and sympathy, debut novelist Nathan Harris creates an unforgettable cast of
characters, depicting Georgia in the violent crucible of Reconstruction. Equal parts beauty and
terror, as gripping as it is moving, The Sweetness of Water is an epic whose grandeur locates
humanity and love amid the most harrowing circumstances.



S. Room by Emma Donoghue $5

The award-winning bestseller that became one of the most talked about and memorable novels of
the decade, Room is utterly gripping...a heart-stopping novel (San Francisco Chronicle). Held
captive for years in a small shed, a woman and her precocious young son finally gain their
freedom, and the boy experiences the outside world for the first time. To five-year-old-Jack,
Room is the world. . . . It's where he was born, it's where he and his Ma eat and sleep and play
and learn. At night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he is meant to be asleep
when Old Nick visits. Room is home to Jack, but to Ma it's the prison where she has been held
for seven years. Through her fierce love for her son, she has created a life for him in this eleven-
by-eleven-foot space. But with Jack's curiosity building alongside her own desperation, she
knows that Room cannot contain either much longer. Room is a tale at once shocking, riveting,
exhilarating -- a story of unconquerable love in harrowing circumstances, and of the diamond-
hard bond between a mother and her child.

6. The Rainmaker By John Grisham $7.49

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - NOW A USA NETWORK ORIGINAL SERIES
STREAMING ON PEACOCK - "A taut and terrific page-turner”" (Entertainment Weekly) from
the master of the courtroom thriller "Great fun to read . . . The complex plotting is Grisham's
major accomplishment."--Los Angeles Times It's summer in Memphis. The sweat is sticking to
Rudy Baylor's shirt and creditors are nipping at his heels. Once he had aspirations of breezing
through law school and punching his ticket to the good life. Now he doesn't have a job or a
prayer--except for one: an insurance dispute that leaves a family devastated and opens the door
for a lawsuit, if Rudy can find a way to file it. By the time Rudy gets to court, a heavyweight
corporate defense team is there to meet him. And suddenly he's in over his head, plunged into a
nightmare of lies and legal maneuverings. A case that started small is exploding into a
thunderous million-dollar war of nerves, skill, and outright violence--a fight that could cost one
young lawyer his life, or turn him into the biggest rainmaker in the land.

7. Carnegie's Maid By Marie Benedict (author of The Other Einstein) $6.49

From the bestselling author of The Only Woman in the Room comes a mesmerizing tale of
historical fiction that asks what kind of woman could have inspired an American dynasty.
Clara Kelley is not who they think she is. She's not the experienced Irish maid who was hired to
work in one of Pittsburgh's grandest households. She's a poor farmer's daughter with nowhere
to go and nothing in her pockets. But the woman who shares her name has vanished, and
assuming her identity just might get Clara some money to send back home.

Clara must rely on resolve as strong as the steel Pittsburgh is becoming famous for and
an uncanny understanding of business, attributes that quickly gain her Carnegie's trust. But she



still can't let her guard down, not even when Andrew becomes something more than an
employer. Revealing her past might ruin her future--and her family's.

With captivating insight and heart, Carnegie's Maid is a book of fascinating 19th century
historical fiction. Discover the story of one brilliant woman who may have spurred Andrew
Carnegie's transformation from ruthless industrialist to the world's first true philanthropist.

8. The Other Eden by Paul Harding $6.25

In 1792, formerly enslaved Benjamin Honey and his Irish wife, Patience, discover an island
where they can make a life together. Over a century later, the Honeys' descendants and a
diverse group of neighbors are desperately poor, isolated, and often hungry, but nevertheless
protected from the hostility awaiting them on the mainland.

During the tumultuous summer of 1912, Matthew Diamond, a retired, idealistic but
prejudiced schoolteacher-turned-missionary, disrupts the community's fragile balance through
his efforts to educate its children. His presence attracts the attention of authorities on the
mainland who, under the influence of the eugenics-thinking popular among progressives of the
day, decide to forcibly evacuate the island, institutionalize its residents, and develop the island
as a vacation destination. Beginning with a hurricane flood reminiscent of the story of Noah's
Ark, the novel ends with yet another Ark.

In prose of breathtaking beauty and power, Paul Harding brings to life an unforgettable cast
of characters: Iris and Violet McDermott, sisters raising three orphaned Penobscot children;
Theophilus and Candace Larks and their brood of vagabond children; the prophetic Zachary
Hand to God Proverbs, a Civil War veteran who lives in a hollow tree; and more. A spellbinding
story of resistance and survival, This Other Eden is an enduring testament to the struggle to
preserve human dignity in the face of intolerance and injustice.

9. The Great Train Robbery By Michael Crichton $5.79

In teeming Victorian London, where lavish wealth and appalling poverty live side by side,
Edward Pierce charms the most prominent of the well-to-do as he cunningly orchestrates the
crime of the century. Who would suspect that a gentleman of breeding could mastermind the
daring theft of a fortune in gold? Who could predict the consequences of making the
extraordinary robbery aboard the pride of England's industrial era, the mighty steam
locomotive? Based on fact, as lively as legend, and studded with all the suspense and style of a
modern fiction master, here is a classic caper novel set a decade before the age of dynamite--
vet nonetheless explosive....

10. Death of an Expert Witness (Adam Dalgliesh) $4.99
(Book #6 in the Adam Dalgliesh Series)
By P.D. James

In this page-turning installment in the bestselling Adam Dalgliesh mystery series from “the
reigning mistress of murder" (Time), the Inspector must investigate the murder of a twisted
forensic scientist and explore the dark secrets within his laboratory. When a brilliant forensic



scientist is found murdered in his own laboratory, Scotland Yard is called to the scene. The
victim, a well-respected, authoritative member of the scientific community, was unpleasant to
and greatly disliked by those who worked closest to him, leaving detectives with a wealth of
suspects and murderous motives. Inspector Adam Dalgliesh, an investigator with a poetic soul,
is the one man who can sort through the lies, chasing down the truth behind the cover-ups,
hidden agendas, and institutional secrecy. P.D. James deftly weaves another character-driven
tale of intrigue in Death of an Expert Witness. Engaging and thrilling, she takes readers along
with her troubled detective on a case rife with psychological thrills.

11. The Little Old Lady Who Broke All the Rules by Catharina Ingelman-Sundberg $6.50

A witty and insightful comedy of errors about a group of delinquent seniors whose desire for a
better quality of life leads them to rob and ransom priceless artwork. Martha Andersson may be
seventy-nine-years-old and live in a retirement home, but that doesn't mean she's ready to stop
12money, Martha and her four closest friends--Brains, The Rake, Christina and Anna-Gretta
veggies, this group of feisty seniors sets about to regain their independence, improve their lot,
and stand up for seniors everywhere. Their solution? White collar crime. What begins as a
relatively straightforward robbery of a nearby luxury hotel quickly escalates into an unsolvable
heist at the National Museum. With police baffled and the Mafia hot on their trail, the League of
Pensioners has to stay one walker's length ahead if it's going to succeed....Told with all the
insight and humor of A Man Called Ove or Where'd You Go Bernadette?, The Little Old Lady
Who Broke All the Rules is a delightful and heartwarming novel that goes to prove the adage
that it's not the years in your life that count, it's the life in your years. This description may be
from another edition of this product.

12. Those Who Save Us By Jenna Blum $7.69
New York Times Bestseller -An estranged mother and daughter reunite to confront their family's
role in World War Il in this harrowing, unforgettable novel about lost love and inherited shame
from New York Times bestselling author Jenna Blum. For fifty years, Anna Schlemmer refused to
talk about her life in Germany during World War I. Her daughter, Trudy, was only three when
she and her mother were liberated by an American soldier and went to live with him in
Minnesota. Trudy's sole evidence of the past is an old photograph: a family portrait showing
Anna, Trudy, and a Nazi officer, the Obersturmfuhrer of Buchenwald. Driven by the guilt of her
heritage, Trudy, now a professor of German history, begins investigating the past and finally
unearths the dramatic and heartbreaking truth of her mother's life. Combining a passionate,
doomed love story, a vivid evocation of life during the war, and a poignant mother-daughter
drama, Jenna Blum's Those Who Save Us is a profound exploration of what we endure to
survive.






